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but very probably a few days afterwards we have
told the little ones the story of Korah, Dathan and
Abiram ; Elisha and the Bears ; and through the
year a dozen or more other stones in each of which
death is the punishment meted out to the sinner.
The two conceptions have been and are taught indis-
criminately side by side and we then turn the poor
pupils out into the world to make the best of them.
And yet it was just this idea of clenth as a punishment
arbitrarily meted out by a despotic God that the
people expressed who told our Lord about the tower
in Siloam and which He rejected. It is the same
thought that the Book of Job combats, although the
solution was not truly complete until after the
Resurrection, when the problem of death was solved
by the Saviour's conquest. Before His death He
had taught, " Bo not afraid of them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul : but rather
fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell." Surely there was design in putting the
soul before the body in these words. Tf some would
reason, " It was only upon sinners that death
was visited in the stories you mention/' one would
reply that if an arbitrary dealing out of death is a
punishment for sin, you and I are among those who
ought to have been dead long ago for we certainly
have deserved it as much as most of those of whom
it is related in the stories mentioned that they suffered
physical death for their sins. Such an attitude,
moreover, is directly opposed to that of our Lord
whose title was '* The Friend of Sinners/* Even on
the Cross He could pray for His murderers that their
hearts might be changed and they forgiven. He